CSE 190A 
Assignment 2 

Issues in Computing
Due: class 3, April 15 (post to your webpage, bring 1 copy to class)
A huge amount has been written about the lack of women in technology. For this assignment, we’ll read three short texts that represent a variety of perspectives on this broad topic. 

In computer science education, low female enrollment is a major discussion topic, and Jane Margolis and Allan Fisher’s Unlocking the Clubhouse is one of the best-known texts on the subject. This book covers extensive interviews with women students at Carnegie Mellon; the small portion we’ll read discusses stereotypes that deter women.
The other two articles are from O’Reilly Network’s Women in Technology series, which provides 30+ brief personal accounts from current women in the field (oreillynet.com/womenintech/). Julie Lerman tracks how her fashion sense changed along with her development as a programmer. Amy Hoy’s article about women in tech discusses why she hates articles about women in tech. 

Purpose
This assignment should help us explore the experiences of women in computing, and discuss ways higher ed programs and the computer science industry can attract women – and why / if they should try to. The texts are also available at: http://www.cs.washington.edu/190a
Directions

Read the text. Post an entry on your webpage that gives a brief overview of the article, then respond to at least four of the following questions based on the article and your own experiences. Your responses should be at 3-4 sentences each.
· What did you find interesting about this text? What’s the main point?
· What questions does the author raise? 
· What do you disagree with in this article?

· Does this make you more or less interested in studying or working in technology?

· What might attract more women to computing majors or jobs? Do special programs for women make the field more appealing, or can they be detrimental?
· Should colleges actively try to change “computer nerd” stereotypes? How can they? What do you think of the culture in UW’s CSE program?

· Do you think it’s fair to consider gender in admission to majors or universities? 
(For clarification: CSE does not consider gender in admissions.)
Bring a copy of your responses to class, and be prepared to discuss them.
